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UEAPME Newsflash
SMEs recovering across Europe, but negative impact from Brexit
UEAPME published its biannual EU Craft & SME Barometer 2016/H2 ahead of the Autumn Tripartite Social Summit, with
the following outcome: the SME Business Climate Index
reaches 75.5, reflecting a stable and positive situation for European SMEs. The trends in North and South Europe are similar.
In the North, the countries dependent on the UK’s economy
have been negatively affected by the Brexit, while in the South,
the negative but improving Greek situation and the complex
economic and political situation in Italy have slowed down the
recovery. Moreover, the internal demand has finally affected
the construction sector as well after already having pushed the
recovery in the services sector. The expectations for the current
semester draw a very positive picture reflecting the economic
growth of SMEs, despite a still low level of investments.
Contact: Gerhard Huemer

SME Envoys discuss start-ups, scale-ups and the Action Programme
Last week, the SME Envoys met, under the Chairwomanship of Commissioner Elżbieta Bieńkowska, to discuss start-ups
and scale-ups, the SME Envoy Action Programme, skills and training, and geo-blocking. One outcome being that the Action
Programme will not be finalised for November 2016, however Secretary General Peter Faross intervened to ask for it to be
ready and presented at the SME Conference (planned in April and jointly organised by UEAPME and the Commission). On
geo-blocking, the responsible Head of Unit confirmed that the EC is aiming only to eliminate discrimination but not intervene
in contractual freedom of the retailers and traders. Finally, UEAPME welcomed the EC’s initiative to substantially widen the
SME Window within the Juncker Investment Programme.
Contact: Peter Faross

Enterprise Policy Committee focusses on REFIT
The Enterprise Policy Committee members discussed the REFIT Platform, and in particular the possibility for UEAPME to
contribute more to its work, with EC Head of Unit Jonathon Stoodley (Evaluation, Regulatory Fit-ness and Performance).
Indeed, UEAPME members pointed out the absence of SME representatives in the platform. DG GROW Head of Unit Kamil
Kiljanski gave more insight into the objectives and possible features of an envisaged Single Market Information Tool. Further assessment and analysis of this proposal are necessary on the UEAPME side as it could have a great impact on
SMEs. Other files discussed were the SME Action Plan and the up-coming Spring 2017 SME Conference. Representatives
from the ENVISION Project (see below) as well from the Deliver in Europe project presented the aims of these projects
UEAPME is involved in.
Contact: Luc Hendrickx

ESF: more capacity building needed for social partners
The European Social Fund (ESF) Committee addressed many topics including migrants’ integration, social dialogue and
capacity building, Youth Guarantee and YEI (Youth Employment Initiative), the High-Level Group work on simplification, as
well as the Skills Agenda. The ESF has a crucial role to play in supporting skills development and labour market integration,
including for young people. Social Affairs Director Liliane Volozinskis further insisted on a better use of the ESF for capacity
building of social partners in line with “A New Start for Social Dialogue”. She also expressed the SMEs’ satisfaction for the
High-Level Group proposals on simplification, based on UEAPME contributions. In its proposal for revising the ESF Regulation as part of the Multiannual Financial Framework mid-term review, the EC has included these recommendations and
the legislators should adopt it as soon as possible in order to facilitate SME access to these funds.
Contact: Liliane Volozinskis

UEAPME explains SMEs’ main challenges in internationalisation
Enterprise Policy Advisor Chiara Aprea spoke in a panel of the EP’s ITRE Committee workshop on supporting SMEs’
internationalisation. The aim was to point out the barriers SMEs face. Ms Aprea highlighted that the first and foremost
challenge for an SME is the access to trustable information from competent experts in their own language. Information on
customs, export regulations and third market opportunities are the first barriers to overcome when deciding to export,
especially for a microenterprise. Moreover, defence instruments (e.g. anti-subsidy and anti-dumping) and protection of
intellectual property rights need to be better adapted to SME needs. The EU Institutions should invest in promoting and
simplifying the already existing instruments and financing opportunities, often unknown to SMEs. She also highlighted that
internationalisation is and needs to remain the individual choice of enterprises and not necessarily an objective to reach.
Contact: Chiara Aprea

Waste framework directive proceeds to next round
In November, the EP’s ENVI Committee will vote on its compromise amendments on the revision of the waste framework
directive. After closely monitoring the whole legislative project from the scratch, UEAPME also analysed all tabled amendments of the MEPs. In fact, most of the amendments, jointly proposed by UEAPME and EUROCHAMBRES, were tabled
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by several MEPs. In preparation of the upcoming vote, UEAPME drew up voting recommendations on specific provisions
of this legislative project and disseminated them among its members and network. With these voting recommendations,
UEAPME wants the ENVI Committee to agree upon amendments that establish a fully functioning circular economy that
simultaneously strengthens SMEs’ competitiveness.
Contact: Guido Lena

Energy Efficiency Directive: obligations and opportunities
Secretary General Peter Faross gave an opening speech at an event on opportunities from energy saving obligations and
alternative measures, organised by the European Builders Confederation (EBC) and the International Union of Property
and Owners (UIPI). The discussion mainly focused on incentives and measures offered by the energy efficiency directive
to increase energy efficiency of buildings. Mr Faross emphasised that energy efficiency is a very important issue for
UEAPME, which is also why the association is currently closely following the revision of the energy efficiency package. He
added that it would be good to keep the flexibility provided by the energy saving obligations schemes and alternative
measures of Article 7 in the upcoming revision of the directive, enabling SMEs to improve energy efficiency in buildings.
Contact: Guido Lena

Eurostars programme supports research intensive SMEs
“SMEs aim higher with Eurostars” was the name of an event, organised by EUREKA, to discuss the role of the Eurostars
programme for research intensive and innovative SMEs. SME owners profiting from Eurostars proved that the programme
is relatively easy to handle and it really supports break-through innovation, growth and internationalisation of SMEs. Economic Policy Director Gerhard Huemer explained the success with three features of the programme: (i) it is SME driven,
(ii) it uses a bottom-up approach, and (iii) the time to contract is about 7 months. According to Mr Huemer, improvements
could be made as regards the number of participating countries, better support services at national level and better integration with other programmes (like Horizon or national programmes) to support the companies in successfully bringing
their ideas to markets.
Contact: Gerhard Huemer

Better Regulation discussed at the College of Europe
At a workshop on “The EU Better Regulation Agenda: Critical Reflections”, organised by the College of Europe, Enterprise
Policy Director Luc Hendrickx reminded the audience that the main objective of the better regulation agenda has been and
should remain the reduction of red tape and administrative burdens for the smallest enterprises. He highlighted that SMEs
in general do not have a problem with the objectives of legislation but with the way they have to implement it. Lawmakers
should therefore apply the real “Think Small First” principle, meaning drafting legislation bearing in mind the characteristics
and means of the smallest enterprises. Last but not least, Mr Hendrickx criticised the Commission’s non-acceptance of
UEAPME in some major stakeholder groups.
Contact: Luc Hendrickx
------------------------------------ News from UEAPME Projects ------------------------------------

Business Makeover as supporting tools for SMEs
As a partner of the ENVISION project, UEAPME invited ENVISION representatives to present the project at the meetings
of the Board of Directors and Enterprise Policy Committee. ENVISION aims at activating small businesses to innovate their
business models. UEAPME member organisations will be invited to the project’s annual conference in December and will
be able to use its tools (available in several languages) for their own services for SMEs. Furthermore, and as requested by
the participants, the project will also be presented in other UEAPME Committees.
Contact: Gerhard Huemer

UEAPME is recruiting an Internal Accountant & Project Coordinator
UEAPME is seeking to fill the position of Internal Accountant & Project Coordinator. For the internal accounting side, proven
knowledge of accountancy as well as of the obligations of the Belgian legislation in this field are required as well as close
collaboration with the external accountant UEAPME is working with to formally review and validate its accounts. For the
project coordination side, the person to be selected will have to work with the UEAPME employees responsible for project
execution and the job therefore requires detailed knowledge of European project management, be it as coordinator or
participant. For the full details of the job offer, visit the ad online.
Contact: Jenny Manin
EVENTS AHEAD:
•
•
•
•

SBS Annual conference (19.10, contact Tessa Delville)
European Forum on eco-innovation - Tallinn, Estonia (26-28.10, contact Guido Lena)
East Invest 2 Annual Conference - Yerevan, Armenia (27.10, contact Doris Rabetge)
Co-operative banks & innovation in SME Financing (09.11, contact Gerhard Huemer) - (Registration)
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