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Chart 1 

 

 

 
 
The UEAPME Think Small Test 

and the SBA implementation 

Scoreboard assess the degree to 

which public institutions in the EU 

are respecting their promises to 

respect the Think Small First 

Principles and to implement the 

commitments made within the Small 

Business Act.  

The figures are based on judge-

ments made by SME policy experts 

from Craft and SME associations all 

over Europe. The results show the 

degree, to which the commitments 

have been respected, the level of 

activity (measures) during the last 

year and its effects (improvements). 

More results and information can be 

found at the UEAPME website.  

The Country Sheets present the 

findings for the 19 Member States 

their national association partici-

pated at this exercise.  Even the 

chosen analytical method (personal 

judgements) does not allow real 

comparisons between countries, the 

relative deviation from the European 

average, shown by the “Radar” on 

page 2, gives indications about 

relative strengths and weak-

nesses of the country.  
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Relatively strong results for: 

 Taxation of business transfers 

 Efficient procedures for insolvencies 

 Business licensing and permits 

Relatively weak results for: 

 Quality of the Enterprise Europe Network 

 Support for energy saving SMEs 

 Support for innovation capacity 
increasing measures 

  

64
,6

75
,0

62
,5 67

,4

41
,4

56
,5

58
,2

52
,0

0,0

20,0

40,0

60,0

80,0

Think Small First Index - UK

TSF-Principles 
Respect 2008

TSF-Principles 
Respect 2009

UEAPME
STUDY UNIT

65
,0

87
,1

64
,6 72

,2

17
,4

61
,3

37
,1

38
,6

0,0

20,0

40,0

60,0

80,0

100,0

TSF developments in 2009 - UK

measures taken 
(as %) 

improvements 
felt  (in %)

UEAPME
STUDY UNIT

http://www.ueapme.com/study-unit


Chart 3 

 
Chart 4 

 
Chart 5 

 
 

59
,4

75
,0 81

,3

79
,2

79
,2

50
,0

45
,0

62
,5

60
,0

54
,2 64

,6

52
,6

31
,4

44
,2 50

,3

30
,3

42
,7

40
,0 47

,7

43
,0 47

,8

43
,0

0,0

20,0

40,0

60,0

80,0

100,0

SBA Scoreboard - UK 

Implementation of 
Commitments (in 
%) 2008

Implementation of 
Commitments (in 
%) 2009

UEAPME
STUDY UNIT

75
,6

29
,2

51
,7

26
,5 39

,2

67
,9

50
,5

21
,6

66
,2

46
,7

47
,5

45
,3

-5
,4

27
,5

14
,5

-3
4,

4

18
,2

12
,1

12
,0

34
,7

7,
3 13

,2
-40,0

-20,0

0,0

20,0

40,0

60,0

80,0

100,0

SBA developments in 2009 - UK

measures taken 
(as %) 

improvements 
felt  (in %)

UEAPME
STUDY UNIT

0,0

20,0

40,0

60,0

80,0

100,0
entrepreneurship

second chance

better regulation

administration

publ. procurement

State aidSME finance

internal market

innovation

internationalisation

Σ SBA

Radar on the implementation of the SBA in %

UK

EU average

UEAPME
STUDY UNIT


