[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.jpg]



Invitation to the Conference 

SMEs and Enlargement 
– a Joint Challenge

18th October 2001

Warsaw, Poland

ZRP 

Ul. Miodowa 14, 

PL 00 950 Warsaw, Poland

The conference is jointly arranged by UEAPME and ZRP and is part of the SME Excellence project funded by the European Commission through the 
Phare Business Support Programme
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Background

In co-operation with the Polish SME federation ZRP, UEAPME organises a one-day conference entitled 

SMEs and Enlargement – a Joint Challenge 

in Warsaw (Poland) on 18th October 2001.

What is the Business Support Programme?

This conference is part of larger UEAPME project funded by the PHARE Business Support Programme. It includes more than 20 SME associations from the Central and Eastern European countries and the European Union. 

The project is implemented through ten bilateral partnerships between an EU and a CEEC association and aims to strengthen SME associations in the CEEC and enable them to better represent SME-specific issues, increase professionalism in their day-to-day work, and improve services offered to their member companies. The overall goal of the project is to facilitate the integration of SMEs in the EU with a view to fully developing their job-creating potential.

Why a conference?

The conference is a major opportunity to communicate the experience of the project partners to policy makers and economic stakeholders. It will also provide a platform for exchanging experience between the countries involved.

UEAPME and its Central and Eastern European partner associations will use this event to present a declaration addressing the European Union and the governments of the candidate countries and focusing on three priority areas to improve the competitiveness of SMEs in that region. The conference participants will consider these proposals and examine ways of practical implementation.

Who should attend?

The conference will be attended by 

· high-ranking representatives of all SME associations involved in the project;

· Central and Eastern European government officials;

· representatives of the European Union, the European Parliament and the Economic and Social Committee;

· Economic stakeholders

Practical information

Languages:

English, German, Hungarian and Polish.

Conference venue:
ZRP


Ul. Miodiva 14, 


PL 00 950 Warsaw


Poland

Accommodation:
Hotel IBIS


Al. Solidarności 165


Tel: + 48 22 520 30 01

Fax: + 48 22 520 30 30


Accommodation form to be returned to the hotel not later then August 20, 2001

Remarks: 
If you are not in possession of a credit card, you will be asked to provide a guarantee, so-called "NoShow fee".

Contact:

Mrs Anne-Marie Noel, UEAPME 




4, Rue Jacques de Lalaing


B - 1040 Brussels


Tel: 32 2 285 07 27


Fax: 32 2 230 78 61


Email: annemarie.noel@ueapme.kmonet.be


SMEs and Enlargement – a joint challenge

- Warsaw on 18th October 2001 -

ZRP - Ul. Miodowa 14, PL 00 950 Warsaw, Poland

Conference Programme

09.30
Registration

10.00
Opening of Conference,

Mr Jerzy Bartnik, President, ZRP, Poland

10.15
Participation of SMEs in the enlargement process

Mr Joris Declerck, Deputy Head of Unit, DG Enlargement, European Commission

10.45 1st Panel - Access to finance
Moderator: Mr Hans-Werner Müller, Secretary General, UEAPME

· Problems with access to finance in Bulgaria

Mr Wentislav Atanassov, Federation of bread producers and confectioners, Bulgaria

· Strategies identified for SMEs in the Round table of Bankers and SMEs

Mr Bernd Schegel, Deutsche Ausgleichsbank, Germany

· Mutual guarantee funds – solution for the future 


Mr Rudy Aernoudt, Special advisor to the President of the Industry Council of the European Union (Belgium)

· Discussion

12.30 Lunch

14.00

2nd Panel – SME Participation in the Social Dialogue 

Moderator:  Mr Wieslaw Sinkiewicz, Secretary General, ZRP, Poland

· SME involvement in the Social Dialogue in Hungary

Mr György Szücs, President, IPOSZ, Hungary

· UEAPME and the European social dialogue

Mr Benne van Popta, Director, MKB Nederland, Netherlands

· The role of the social dialogue in the enlargement process

Mrs. Daiva Petrylaite, Government expert, Lithuania

· Discussion 

15.30 Coffee Break

15.45
3rd Panel – Training, qualifications, and innovation
Moderator: Mrs. Doina Cociorvei, Secretary General, CNIPMMR, Romania 

· SME involvement in forming a competivitve future

Mrs. Sidonia Fuksová, Secretary General, Association of Heating Installers, Slovakia

· Training and qualifications in a European perspective

Dr. Georg Piskaty, Wirtschaftskammer Österreich, Austria 

· Strategies for turning competences into innovation

Mr Enrico Ottolini, Director API-Varese, Italy

· Discussion

17.00
Strategies for an efficient SME policy
Representative of the Polish government, Poland

Conclusions

Mr Andrea Bonetti, President UEAPME 

