UEAPME Newsflash

New Secretary General and policy priorities for 2008

This issue of the UEAPME Newsflash marks the beginning of a new year and the official

start of Andrea Benassi’s mandate as UEAPME Secretary General. As anticipated in his

acceptance speech, Mr Benassi singled out the forthcoming “Small Business Act for

Europe” as UEAPME'’s overarching priority for 2008. The SBA, said Mr Benassi, pro-

vides a window of opportunity to reshape SME policy — a chance that cannot be missed

a chance that cannot be wasted by producing yet another paper tiger. UEAPME will

follow closely all developments in this respect, with the aim to ensure that the final text is

an authoritative and workable answer to the real needs of European crafts and SMEs.

First of all, said Mr Benassi, the SBA should aim at creating the best possible environ-

ment for micro- and small enterprises and at giving a concrete answer to the different

challenges SMEs are facing along their life-cycle. In order to transform the EU’s com-

mitment to a better SME policy into concrete results, said Mr Benassi, the SBA must

contain a core of legally binding measures, principles and objectives and provide a legal

basis for long-term, EU-wide policy measures. The EC should act swiftly to ensure the

adoption and consequent implementation of the Small Business Act in 2008, which is the Andrea Benassi

last full year of mandate for this college of Commissioners, said Mr Benassi. UEAPME

will also try to review its knowledge of the world of SMEs, from crafts to medium-sized enterprises, by pinpointing their
shared values, perspectives and requirements in the EU27. Moreover, it will seek to strengthen the organisation’s “verti-
cal” action, by reinforcing the integration with European SME sectorial organisations and building on the achievements
of UEAPME's sister organisation NORMAPME. Last but not least, said Mr Benassi, a reliable and up-to-date flow of
information between UEAPME and its members is a key element of a successful organisation. The new UEAPME Sec-
retary General will therefore work to reinforce UEAPME’s capacity to collect and analyse data from members as a basis
to build a stronger stance in Brussels, and try to closely cooperate with UEAPME members to “bridge the gap” between
Brussels and the capitals. Click here or contact the UEAPME Secretariat for more information about Andrea Benassi.
Click here or contact Luc Hendrickx for more information on the SBA.

From Andrea Benassi’s agenda: a busy first week

Several high level meetings were on the agenda of UEAPME’s new Secretary General Andrea Benassi during the first
week of his mandate. On 8 January, Mr Benassi met Ms Frangoise Le Bail, SME Envoy and Deputy Director-General
at the European Commission’s DG Enterprise, to discuss the forthcoming Small Business Act for Europe. The meeting
was a fruitful exchange of views, on which Ms Le Bail reinstated her will to make the most out of the SBA for small busi-
nesses and to back SME requests with the other Commission services. On the same topic, UEAPME’s new Secretary
General met Ms Petra Erler, Head of Cabinet for Commission’s Vice-President Gunter Verheugen, on 9 January. While
Ms Erler expressed some doubts on UEAPME’s call for legally binding principles, she said she would bring UEAPME’s
requests to the attention of Commissioner Verheugen, and possibly organise a meeting before the EC hearing on the
SBA planned for 6 February in Brussels. The meeting was also attended by DG Enterprise’s Director General Mr Heinz
Zourek. Finally, Mr Benassi met on 10 January Mr Vladimir Spidla, European Commissioner for Employment and So-
cial Affairs. He reinstated UEAPME’s will for a primary role in the Social Dialogue and stressed the importance of being
treated on equal footing with respect to the other Social Partners in general and to larger industry in particular. Mr Be-
nassi also insisted on the need to focus on the needs of micro and small enterprises in the new EC Employment Guide-
lines for 2008-2010. For questions on Mr Benassi’s agenda, please contact the UEAPME Secretariat

New CSR project website now online

A dedicated website for the UEAPME project “Mainstreaming Corporate Social Responsibility” is online. The project,
granted by the European Commission's DG Enterprise, will develop tools and activities in order to support intermediary
business organisations to help improve the competitiveness of their member SMEs through actions of responsible en-
trepreneurship. In particular there will be a handbook adopted in 10 languages, a VET curriculum and more than 40
local seminars with SMEs. Three “train the trainer” sessions will improve the partners’ capacities on Responsible Entre-
preneurship; a final conference will then summarise the project process and its results. Visit the CSR project website or
contact Luc Hendrickx

Working Group finalises concept paper on mobility

The UEAPME Working Group on Mobility met in Brussels again on 8 January to finalise its follow-up to the new Euro-
pean Parliament’s “Guy Quint” budget line for an Erasmus-type programme to increase apprentices’ mobility in Europe.
Their main conclusion was that there is a political necessity to create a clearly identifiable and independent sub-
programme under the EU’s lifelong learning programme dedicated to apprentices and young people in initial vocational
training, alongside the existing Comenius, Erasmus, Leonardo da Vinci and Grundtvig. UEAPME called on the forth-
coming French presidency of the EU to work proactively to this end. The new programme should guarantee the recogni-
tion and validation of the acquired skills and competences and provide a long-term perspective to the initiatives taken in
the framework of cross-border training platforms. A final concept paper on this issue will be soon available on
UEAPME'’s website. Contact: Liliane Volozinskis
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Environment news: UEAPME meets Commission

The UEAPME Environment Team met on 8 January Mr Pavel Misiga, Head of the “Environment and Industry” Unit at
the European Commission’s DG Environment, in charge of several important dossiers as far as SMEs are concerned.
The main item on the agenda was the implementation of the Environmental Compliance Assistance Programme (ECAP)
approved in October. UEAPME stressed the need for a quick and effective application of the new strategy. Another
issue discussed was the revision of the Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS). In this respect, UEAPME insisted
that SMEs, and particularly micro and small businesses, should be treated differently from big companies in order to cut
unnecessary bureaucracy and costs when verifying their compliance to EMAS rules. Finally, the UEAPME team ex-
pressed its worries and expectations on the future Sustainable Consumption and Production package due to be issued
in April. Contact: Guido Lena

A note from the Press Office

Dear readers, this is the first issue of our newsflash to be delivered to a wider audience and beyond the UEAPME mem-
bership. We thought you might be interested in receiving it. We trust you will find it of use, and we encourage you to
further distribute our newsflash among your colleagues. We believe that regularly updating all stakeholders on our views
and activities will allow us to give to a better picture of the European craft and SME world that we represent. As always,
we value your feedback: please send all comments and suggestions to Francesco Longu.

FORWARD PLANNING
KEY EVENTS AHEAD:

» European Parliament hearing on the new Lisbon guidelines (Brussels, 22/01, contact Gerhard Huemer)
« SME Union Working Breakfast on Indirect Taxation (Brussels, 22/01, contact Gerhard Huemer)

« SME Union and UEAPME Working Breakfast on the Small Business Act for Europe (Brussels, 23/01, contact Luc
Hendrickx)

» Conference on the Single Market Review and the Lisbon Treaty (Brussels, 24-25/01, contact Luc Hendrickx)
« SEPA credit transfers official launch (28/01, contact Gerhard Huemer)
« Slovenian Presidency Conference on Gender Equality (29-30/01, contact Helen Hoffmann)

« Informal Troika of the Social Affairs Ministers — Meeting with the EU social partners (31/01, contact Liliane Volozin-
skis)

« EC hearing on the “Small Business Act” (Brussels, 06/02, contact Luc Hendrickx)

« Launch of the new Enterprise Europe Network (Brussels, 06-07/02, contact Luc Hendrickx)

SUBSCRIBE / UNSUBSCRIBE

To subscribe to receive regularly this newsflash in your mailbox, please send an email to pressoffice@ueapme.com

To unsubscribe, please reply to the latest issue of the newsflash you have received and change the email subject to
UNSUBCRIBE.

Both the subscribe and unsubscribe features will be soon available on our website www.ueapme.com
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