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UEAPME Position on the Communication -

Towards a thematic strategy on the prevention and recycling of waste

Waste is the oldest environmental issue at EU level. It is also one of the most problematic issues for SMEs. Therefore UEAPME welcomes the publication of the Communication entitled “towards a thematic strategy on the prevention and recycling of waste” and the possibility given to stakeholders to comment. 

Definition of waste

Waste as defined in the Waste Framework Directive is ambiguous resulting in uneven implementation across the EU and is a major source of problems in every Member State. In many cases precious resources cannot be reused because they are no longer considered at national level as products, but waste. Therefore, UEAPME welcomes the Commission’s proposal to hold a debate on the definition of waste and to look into ways of reducing compliance costs with waste legislation. However, this debate should also look into reviewing and clarifying all the other definitions such as recycling or recovery.  

Hierarchy of waste 

The new strategy focuses on the prevention and recycling of waste and tends to ignore or neglect the other forms of waste treatments such as reuse or recovery. This is in contradiction with the 1996 EU general strategy approach, which identified the following hierarchy of waste management operations:

1. prevention of use

2. reuse

3. recycling

4. recovery 

5. optimum final disposal and improved monitoring

Therefore UEAPME asks for the concept of reuse to be reintroduced into the new strategy. Regarding recovery, UEAPME would like to underline the potential of this form of waste treatment and especially composting and energy recovery and encourages further analysis in this area.

Recycling

Using recycled materials is still not very popular in our society. The main reasons lie in the perception the average consumer has of recycled products as well as the price of recycled materials which is still too often higher than the price of raw materials.  To reverse this trend, efforts must focus on making the price of recycled materials more attractive. One possibility could be to reduce the VAT rate on recycled products. Setting up national or international on-line directories for businesses wishing to purchase recycled products would also facilitate the development of a market for recycled products. 

Pay-As-You-Throw schemes (PAYT schemes)

UEAPME shares the views of the Commission that the PAYT schemes are SME friendly instruments and supports the proposal to further promote the scheme. Such schemes put all businesses on an equal footing; each business paying for the amount of waste it produces. It also invites businesses to make environmental investments. UEAPME suggests that best practices identified in this framework are disseminated by the European Commission in order to help the uptake of these schemes at national level.  
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