Embargo until 18 June 2008
EUROPEAN SOCIAL PARTNERS WORK TOGETHER ON RESTRUCTURING
On 19 and 20 June 2008, the four European cross-industry social partner
organisations, ETUC, BUSINESSEUROPE, UEAPME and CEEP are holding a synthesis
seminar “Joint study on restructuring in the EU-15” with the objective of exchanging
views on the role of social partners in restructuring processes.
Change is a feature of modern economies and societies requiring workers and companies to
adapt constantly. The European social partners have undertaken joint work on restructuring.
They first undertook a study in the countries that joined the EU in 2004, with the main
objective of better understanding the economic and social challenges faced by companies
and workers in terms of restructuring. This study has then been extended to the remaining
EU countries, as part of the Integrated Programme of the European Social Partners 20062008.
The main results of this new joint study, covering 10 EU countries, will be presented during a
synthesis seminar that will bring together around 100 workers’ and employers’
representatives from all across Europe. Through discussions around four key themes related
to restructuring processes - flexibility and security, developing a shared diagnosis and
agenda, dealing with current and future skills needs, silent restructuring, national social
partners will compare and contrast their role with a view to learning lessons for the future.
European social partners have created two specific “resource centres” websites containing
information on their Integrated Programme. The 20 national studies on restructuring as well
the final synthesis reports can be accessed at: http://resourcecentre.etuc.org/ (ETUC
Resource Centre); http://www.erc-online.eu/ (Employers’ Resource Centre).
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