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PERSPECTIVES POSED TO THE LIBERAL PROFESSIONS BY THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

On the 1st of May 2004, the enlargement of the European Union which has been one of the most important preoccupations of our European associative sector these last years, was finally realised! Reinforced by the entry of our new colleagues from Central and Eastern Europe, Malta and Cyprus, our socio-economic family is currently facing a decisive challenge in the future of the practice of law, number and health professions at the Community level. Since a few months in fact, the EU authorities have been working on two Directive projects which directly concern not only our sector but the general public as well, including our clients and patients. The Directive projects in question are the « proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the recognition of professional qualifications » [COM(2002) 119 final] and the « proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the services in the internal market » [COM(2004) 2 final] and aim respectively at :

- Rendering tangible the freedom of movement and of establishment of the liberal professions by means of the recognition of their qualifications and diplomas within the whole territory of the European Union, and maintaining at the same time the indispensable control for the protection of consumers, of health and of the public interest ;

- Realizing a real Internal Market of services, by withdrawing the legal and administrative barriers that render practice between Member States difficult.

Moreover, the « report on competition in professional services » [COM(2004) 83 final] of DG Competition is currently the subject of hearings between professionals, consumers and national and Community authorities at the level of Member States. This report seizes the question of the utility of some regulations of our professions. It suggests that they could be abolished without bringing prejudice to consumers, with the aim of increasing the competitiveness of the European Single Market.

Obviously concerned associating the new members to the follow-up of these three evolutions constitutes an important challenge for the European Council of the Liberal Professions, which has recently taken some significant initiatives in that sense. We bring as an example the « Questionnaire on the common values of the regulated profession in Europe », a joint initiative between the Unit « Services, e-Commerce and commercial Communications » of the DG MARKT of the European Commission and CEPLIS, which aims at registering the transversal ethical values of our sector at the European level, as well as our efforts in facilitating the creation of inter-professional associations in the 10 new Member States, notably in Czech Republic, Poland, Cyprus, etc.

We also believe that encouraging inter-professional synergies at the national level of all our members from Central and Eastern Europe is of first priority in reinforcing our representative character and achieving necessary consensus for the elaboration of proposals to be submitted to the authorities of the EU, proposals that will correctly reflect the feeling of our colleagues as well as our will to protect the interests of the consumer.

The building of the Europe of the Liberal Professions, with 25 Members, is certainly not an easy challenge. It is a tricky exercise which should take into account the often rather different long-dated traditions and sensibilities. But the principles that are common to our sector are greater than what separates us. On the occasion of our first meetings, parties proved to be willing to collaborate in an efficient way and this confirms our conviction that we will together work to give our professions a place in the newly enlarged Union equivalent to the importance of the dignity of their contribution to democracy, welfare of the citizens and the safeguard of the public interest.

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS: INFRINGEMENT PROCEEDINGS AGAINST LUXEMBOURG, THE UNITED KINGDOM, GERMANY, AUSTRIA AND PORTUGAL

The European Commission, in the form of a reasoned opinion, has formally called upon Luxembourg to withdraw the language requirement it introduced in respect of the establishment of lawyers, as it is incompatible with Directive 98/5/EC, which allows lawyers to establish themselves in another Member State and practise law in that host country. If a Member State which is the recipient of a reasoned opinion fails to provide a satisfactory response within the stated period (normally two months), the Commission may refer the matter to the Court of Justice. The Commission has also decided to bring the United Kingdom before the Court for its failure, in the case of the territory of Gibraltar, to transpose Directive 2001/19/EC, which was designed to improve and simplify the system governing the mutual recognition of professional qualifications. In addition, the Commission has issued reasoned opinions calling on Germany and Austria to implement Directive 2001/19/EC. A reasoned opinion has been addressed to Portugal calling for appropriate national implementation of Directives 89/48/EEC and 92/51/EEC on a general system for the recognition of professional qualifications with regard to the profession of pharmacist-biologist.

If EU law on the recognition of professional qualifications is not respected, qualified individuals could be denied the right to practise their profession in any Member State. Moreover, by placing obstacles in the way of such recognition, Member States make it more difficult for their own citizens and enterprises to select qualified professionals from other Member States to provide services within their territory.

WORKSHOP – « EU Forum on the Prevention of Organised Crime – The Co-operation between financial, intelligence units and tax authorities », Brussels, 07 October 2004 : For any information or registration to be submitted before the 15th September 2004, please contact  Mr. Fabio Marini, European Commission, DG Justice and Home Affairs (Tel : +32.2.295.26.69 – Email : fabio.marini@cec.eu.int).

confErences TO COME – « Les Professions Libérales : moteur économique et social », series of four conferences organised by the Union Nationale des Professions Libérales et Intellectuelles de Belgique ; Brussels, Thursday 14th October 2004 ; Charleroi Thursday 21st October 2004 ; Namur Thursday 18th November 2004 ; Liège Thursday 25th November 2004: For any further information related to the exact venues and schedules, please contact the Secretariat of UNPLIB, Avenue Adolphe Lacomblé, 29, B-1030 Brussels (Tel : +32.2.743.83.83 – Fax : +32.2.743.83.85) or please visit the following website : http://www.eutraining.be. – « European Construction Safety Summit : Building in Safety – Closing Event of the European Week for Safety and Health at Work 2004 », Bilbao, Monday 22nd November 2004 : For any information or registration, please contact the Secretariat of the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work (Tel : +34.94.479.43.76 – Fax : +34.94.479.43.83 – Email : congreso2@tisasa.es) or please visit the following website : http://ew2004.osha.eu.int. 

SEMINAIRES – « Working with the EU: Institutional Relations and Public Affairs », Brussels, 17 - 22 October and 21 – 26 November 2004: For any information or registration, please contact the Secretariat of the EIS Training Centre, Avenue Adolphe Lacomblé, 66, B-1030 Brussels (Tel : +32.2.737.77.46 – Fax : +32.2.732.75.25 – Email : info@eutraining.be) or please visit the following website: http://www.eutraining.be. – « EU Funding at your Fingertips », Brussels, 25 - 26 October 2004 and 06 – 07 December 2004: For any information or registration, please contact the Secretariat of the EIS Training Centre, Avenue Adolphe Lacomblé, 66, B-1030 Brussels (Tel : +32.2.737.77.46 – Fax : +32.2.732.75.25 – Email : info@eutraining.be) or please visit the following website: http://www.eutraining.be. – « First Summer School of the Liberal Professions », Cap Esterel (Var), 17, 18 et 19 September 2004: For any further information, please contact the Secretariat of the Union Nationale des Professions Libérales (Tel : +33.1.44.11.31.50 – Fax : +33.1.44.11.31.51) or please visit the following website: http://www.unapl.org/flashinfo/universitedete.htm. 
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